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VMI FACILITIES

PATCHIN FIELD ALUMNI MEMORIAL FIELD AT FOSTER STADIUM

SPRINTURF FIELD GRAY-MINOR STADIUM

FOSTER STADIUM - LACROSSE

CAMERON HALL

CORMACK FIELD HOUSE/REID MEM. TRACK

COCKE HALL - THE THUNDERDOME
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PATCHIN FIELD & SOCCER FACILITIES

GETTING TO PATCHIN FIELD:
FROM THE EAST, NORTH, OR SOUTH:
Follow I-81 to Exit 191 onto I-64 West. Take Exit 55 off I-64, and then turn left at the top of the exit ramp onto U.S. 11 South.  After crossing the Maury River Bridge, veer to the right onto U.S. 11 Business.
Drive past Cameron Hall on the left and the VMI campus on the right, and turn right onto Letcher Avenue immediately after U.S. 11 Business splits into a pair of one-way streets. Proceed up Letcher Avenue
and turn left at the VMI Parade Ground.   Continue up the street and turn left just past the Marshall Museum.  Immediately bear right in the road and proceed down to the Patchin Field parking lot. 
FROM THE WEST:
Take Exit 55 off I-64, and turn right at the top of the exit ramp onto U.S. 11 South. Follow U.S. 11 South to the Maury River Bridge, then follow the directions above.
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General J. H. Binford Peay III, VMI Class of 1962, became
the Institute's 14th Superintendent on July 1st 2003.
Through Vision 2039, he has ushered in a period of enthu-
siasm, growth, and change throughout all aspects of VMI.
Never losing sight of VMI's primary "academic focus,"
which he emphasizes as "first among equals," Vision 2039
sets forth a plan that will guide the Institute for decades to
come, as it moves toward its 200th anniversary.

Enhancing the physical and cultural environment is a key
component for the future. Full renovations of Nichols
Engineering Hall, Crozet Hall, Mallory Hall, and J.M. Hall
have recently been completed, with a major modernization
project at Kilbourne Hall, a new Leadership and Ethics
Center, and a third Barracks all in "full swing." In addition to
the new third barracks structure, this project will include
modernization of all rooms in the current Old and New
Barracks as well. General Peay and his staff have also spent
hundreds of hours buried in the details of cadet leadership
functions, cadet organizations, the regimental and class sys-
tems, the Honor System, and the cadet daily schedule. 

"We must have the daily schedule right; leadership, cadet
life, study time, management skills, and everything else at
VMI evolve around that," says General Peay.

Academically, VMI remains a clear leader among under-
graduate colleges. In July 2007, the Institute, in a superb
performance, successfully completed its ten year
Compliance Certification by the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools receiving reaffirmation of accredita-
tion. Modernized and technologically enhanced academic
buildings and a full academic support staff complement
splendid instructors. The Institute receives annual national
and state recognition for its programs.

Military and athletics combine with academics to form the
historic three-legged stool at VMI, and both play major
roles in Vision 2039. A significant increase in commission-
ing is called for as General Peay emphasizes the importance
of military service, not necessarily as a career,  but rather for
a couple of years in the true spirit of the citizen-soldier.
Over the past four years, the percentage of graduating
cadets receiving commissions has grown from 34% to 51%.

A strong proponent of athletics, Vision 2039 (and "every
cadet an athlete") calls for huge capital building efforts
which will benefit intercollegiate teams, club teams, intra-
mural sports, and the Corps in general. The initial and most
obvious effort is the newly renovated football stadium at
Alumni Memorial Field, dedicated - Foster Stadium - in
September 2006 in honor of P. Wesley Foster, Jr., VMI
Class of 1956. The Gray-Minor Baseball Stadium, named in
honor of Senator Elmon Gray '46 and G. Gilmer Minor, III
'63, and the Paulette Locker Room complex in honor of Bill
Paulette '69 were completed and dedicated in March 2007.
A lacrosse-soccer stadium, additional multi-purpose fields,
new Corps confidence courses, tennis courts, RAT
Challenge courses, and an improved
cross country "Chessie Trail" are planned
for the North Post area and will "round-
out" what General Peay calls "leadership
valley."

General Peay considers his
Superintendency as an opportunity to
give something back to VMI which has
had such a significant influence on his life

and that of his family. His Father, J.H.B. Peay, Jr. was a
graduate of the VMI Class of 1929, and he and his wife,
Pamela, have two sons, who are also graduates: Jim, Class of
'98, and Ryan, Class of '02. Born in Richmond, Virginia on
10 May 1940, General Peay, upon graduation, was commis-
sioned a Second Lieutenant of Field Artillery, embarking on
a 35-year career in the United States Army. He holds a
Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering from VMI,
a Masters of Arts degree from George Washington
University, and he is also a graduate of the United States
Army War College. As a cadet, he was a quarterback on the
football team, a member of the Honor Court, a Battalion
Commander and awarded the Institute's prestigious
Cincinnati Medal at graduation.

He assumed command of the 101st Airborne Division on 3
August 1989 and led the Division throughout Operations
DESERT SHIELD and DESERT STORM in the Persian
Gulf. Promoted to Lieutenant General in 1991, he was
assigned as the Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations and
Plans, Department of the Army and Senior Army Member,
United States Military Committee, United Nations and on
26 March 1993, he was promoted to the rank of General
and appointed the 24th Vice Chief of Staff of the United
States Army. 

His last assignment was Commander-in-Chief, United
States Central Command, MacDill Air Force Base, Florida,
from 5 August 1994 to 13 August 1997, with responsibility
for the region encompassing twenty countries in Africa, the
Middle East, Persian Gulf and South Asia. General Peay is
currently Chairman, the Allied Defense Group, and a
Director with BAE Systems, Inc. 

VMI SUPERINTENDENT
GEN. J.H. BINFORD PEAY, III ‘62

VISION 2039 INITIATIVE
Vision 2039 is not a construction plan; it
is a leadership plan that seeks to improve
all aspects of the VMI experience: aca-
demic, military, physical/cultural, and ath-
letic. However, construction of new facili-
ties and the renovations of older buildings
on Post are essential components of
Vision 2039 all the same. They provide
the foundation for excellent programs.
They encourage pride and set standards
that impact the thinking and attitudes of
cadets.

Just as the proud traditions and history of
VMI influence the culture of the Corps of
Cadets, so too do the physical facilities in
which the Corps lives, learns, trains, and
competes. Indeed, the unique architectur-

al flavor of the VMI Post helps set the
tone for all that happens on it and com-
municates the extraordinary expectations
that the Commonwealth of Virginia and
the nation have for cadets and for the
Institute itself.  

The facilities necessary to provide an edu-
cation that thoroughly prepares cadets to
meet the challenges of the 21st century are
far more complex than they were in 1839.
Vision 2039 aims to maintain the historic
atmosphere of the Post as it develops the
modern, technologically advanced facili-
ties that VMI needs to prepare cadets for
lives of success, service, and leadership.

www.vmi.edu
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The most ambitious capital improvements to athletic
facilities in 20 years have been launched under the
Vision 2039 initiative of VMI Superintendent General
J.H. Binford Peay, and ninth-year Athletic Director
Donny White has been a guiding force in the process.

Over the past year, both the football and baseball pro-
grams have seen their facilities significantly upgraded
with the additions of P. Wesley Foster, Jr. ‘56 Stadium
and Gray-Minor Stadium.  

Facilities improvement is just one issue that White has
tackled since taking over as AD in 1998.  Upon his
return, White immediately went to work addressing
the challenging issues facing the VMI ath-
letic department.  At the same time, he
has built support for intercollegiate athlet-
ics among the VMI community and its
alumni.  His effort has resulted in a
change in conference affiliation, increased
funding for operations, the development
of women’s athletics, and a better overall
competitive environment for VMI sports. 

In 2006-07, VMI enjoyed considerable
success on the field with the basketball
reaching the Conference finals and the
baseball team posting big wins over a pair
of top ten programs.   

White returned to the Institute on Apr.
22, 1998, after serving six successful years
as athletic director at Patrick Henry High
School in Ashland, Va. White guided the
school’s athletic program to unprecedent-
ed achievement both on and off the field
and led the efforts to improve funding
and facilities for the school’s athletic pro-
gram. 

White compiled a distinguished VMI
coaching career in two sports spanning 15
years. He joined the football staff of Bob
Thalman in 1971 as a defensive backfield
coach and helped lead the Keydets to two
Southern Conference Championships and

a State Championship in 1977. White coached the
defensive backs to a number one national ranking in
1975 and number four ranking the following season.
He served as VMI co-defensive coordinator from 1976
to 1981 and had the Southern Conference’s top-
ranked defense in 1977. His defensive backfields led
the conference in pass defense three times. White also
recruited seven football players who were selected all-
conference.

In the fall of 1981, White became VMI head baseball
coach and began to resurrect a program that had not
won a Southern Conference game the three previous
years. His 1982 debut squad compiled six league wins
and White was named Southern Conference Co-
Coach of the Year. His teams won 85 games in six
years and his 1987 squad reached the Southern
Conference championship game. While serving as
baseball coach, White also taught on the Physical
Education staff as an assistant professor.

White entered private business in 1987, but returned
to the full-time athletic ranks in 1992 when he accept-
ed the athletic director position at Patrick Henry.
White supervised all areas of the Patriot athletic pro-
gram and helped improve facilities, season ticket sales,
and booster club membership. The football program
reached the ranks of the state’s elite, winning 57 of 65
games, five district titles, four regional titles, a state

runner-up trophy, and the state AAA, Division 5
championship in 1994.

White is a 1965 graduate of VMI with a B.S. degree in
civil engineering. As a cadet, he was a Distinguished
Military Student, named Who’s Who in American
Colleges and Universities, and was awarded the Pres.
Brown Athletic Cup for excellence. White co-cap-
tained the 1964 VMI football team and was selected
All-Southern Conference in baseball for three consec-
utive years as a shortstop while also leading the team
in batting. He was inducted into the VMI Sports Hall
of Fame in 1975. 

After graduation from VMI, White was commissioned
as a field artillery officer in the U.S. Army and served a
tour of duty in Vietnam. His decorations include the
Bronze Star, Purple Heart, and Air Medal with four
oak leaf clusters. 

White and his wife, Bettie reside in Lexington.

VMI ATHLETIC DIRECTOR
DONNY WHITE ‘65
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For more than 20 years, the Big South Conference has been a pro-
gressive, NCAA Division I athletic Conference reflecting the energy
and growth of the Southeastern United States.  Founded in 1983,
the Big South has matured into a competitive leader in college ath-
letics, actively pursuing excellence both on the field of play and in
the classroom.  Based in Charlotte, N.C., the Big South
Conference’s growing presence as an NCAA Division I athletic
league is evident by competitive success on the national stage, inno-
vative marketing and media partnerships, increased television pack-
ages, the enhancement of the quality of the student-athlete experi-
ence, and strategic planning that has carried the Big South through
the first decade of the 21st Century.   

Entering its 24th year of existence in 2007-08, the Big South
Conference continues to emerge by providing quality athletic com-
petition while intentionally fostering the academic, personal, social,
athletic and leadership development of each student-athlete.  The
League consists of eight member institutions:  Charleston Southern
University, Coastal Carolina University, High Point University,
Liberty University, UNC Asheville, Radford University, Virginia
Military Institute and Winthrop University.  Two new members will
join the Big South footprint in 2008-09 with the addition of
Gardner-Webb University and Presbyterian College, which began
its transition to Division I athletics in 2006.  

The Big South reached new heights in 2006-07, as the League expe-
rienced monumental milestones in nearly every sport.  In football,
Coastal Carolina became the first Big South member to receive a
berth in the NCAA Division I Championship, being selected as an
at-large participant to highlight the Conference’s fifth year of spon-
soring football.  In men’s basketball, Winthrop became the first Big
South member to be ranked in the national top 25 and first to win a
first round NCAA Tournament with its 74-64 win over Notre
Dame.  In baseball, Coastal Carolina was ranked as high as No. 10 in
the national polls, received a No. 1 seed in the NCAA Regional and
became the first Big South member to host an NCAA Regional. The
Big South also had its first-ever women’s cross country All-American in 2006-07, as
well as its first women’s golf All-American in 10 years.    

The Conference’s on-field accomplishments were duplicated in the classroom.  A total
of 36 Big South student-athletes were named Academic All-District by the
College Sports Information Directors of America (CoSIDA), NINE of which
earned Academic All-America accolades.  In football, Coastal Carolina’s
Anthony Franklin received an NCAA Postgraduate Scholarship,
and eight Big South member sports teams were honored by
the NCAA for their latest Academic Progress Rate.  In addi-
tion, several Conference student-athletes achieved at least
a 3.0 grade point average in 2006-07 and were named to
the Big South’s Presidential Honor Roll. 

The Big South Conference was formed on August 21,
1983, when Charleston Southern (then Baptist
College) Athletic Director Howard Bagwell and
Augusta President George Christenberry initially began
recruiting members into the Big South.  One month later, Dr.
Edward M. Singleton was selected as the League's first
Commissioner and continued to solicit new members.  The League's
seven charter members were Armstrong State, Augusta, Campbell,
Charleston Southern, Coastal Carolina, Radford and Winthrop.  In 1989,

George F. "Buddy" Sasser replaced the retiring Dr. Singleton as
Commissioner.  Under Sasser’s leadership, the Conference imple-
mented its public relations and compliance programs, and intro-
duced its first-ever men's basketball television package, featuring
the Big South competing among some of the finest teams in the
nation.  Sasser was so integral to the growth and foundation of the
League that in 2000, the Commissioner's Cup -- the annual award
given to the institution with the most successful athletic year -- was
renamed the George F. Sasser Cup.  

In August 1996, Kyle B. Kallander replaced Sasser as the League’s
third Commissioner, and in his 11 years at the helm of the Big
South, Kallander has been instrumental in aggressively promoting
the Conference to new levels.  Under Kallander's leadership, the
Big South developed and initiated its first long-range strategic
plan, re-affirming the League's vision as a distinctive athletic
Conference committed to the quality of institutional life through
athletic competition.  In addition, Kallander has solidified mem-
bership with the addition of High Point in 1999, Virginia Military
Institute in 2003 and future members Gardner-Webb and
Presbyterian in 2008.  

Kallander’s long range vision has also included technological
advancements, as the Conference introduced its first live event
video streaming in 2005 and has since expanded its video offerings
to all sports.  Kallander has also successfully integrated the
Conference’s profile with the member institutions’ general student
body, notably through the development of the Big South

Academic Consortium, which sponsors the annual Academic
College Bowl among League members and the Big South
Undergraduate Research Symposium.  In 2005-06, the Big
South began its Sportsmanship Awards program and
Graduate Fellowships program, honoring one graduating
male and female student-athlete attending graduate school
the following fall.   

In celebrating its 20th anniversary in 2003-04, the Big South
inducted its inaugural Hall of Fame class, which included 11

former student-athletes and administrators who were an
integral part in the Big South's early development and
vitality.  The Hall of Fame now stands at 30 members.

The League also recognizes and honors academic excel-
lence with the Presidential Honor Roll and the George A.

Christenberry Award, which recognizes student-athletes graduating with a
4.0 grade point average.  Additionally, the Conference's Sports Information

Directors annually select a Scholar-Athlete in each Conference sport, plus
a male and female Scholar-Athlete of the Year 

The Big South continues to secure aggressive and unique television
packages, making the Conference one of the leaders among all Division

I Leagues in television exposure for its student-athletes.  Entering the
2006-07 season, the Conference will have an expanded lineup on regional

network SportSouth, in addition to a partnership with the fledgling national
network, The America Channel, allowing the Big South to televise its largest array

of events and sports in its history.  The Conference also boasts relationships with FSN
South, Comcast SportsNet (CSN), Comcast Sports Southeast (CSS), College Sports

Television (CSTV), Fox College Sports (FCS) and the ESPN family of networks, which
will televise the 2008 Advance Auto Parts Men’s Basketball Championship game live on
ESPN. 

BIG SOUTH CONFERENCE
7233 Pineville-Matthews Road, Suite 100

Charlotte, NC 28226
(704) 341-7990 / Fax: (704) 341-7991

www.BigSouthSports.com
Founded: 1983

Full-Time Member Institutions (8):
Charleston Southern University, Coastal Carolina
University, High Point University, Liberty
University, Radford University, UNC Asheville,
Virginia Military Institute,  Winthrop University.

Future Members (2): 
Gardner-Webb University (2008-09);
Presbyterian College (2008-09)

Championship Sports (18):
Baseball, Men’s Basketball, Women’s Basketball,
Men’s Cross Country, Women’s Cross Country,
Football, Men’s Golf, Women’s Golf, Men’s Soccer,
Women’s Soccer, Softball, Men’s
Tennis, Women’s Tennis, Men’s
Indoor and Outdoor Track &
Field, Women’s Indoor and
Outdoor Track &
Field, Volleyball.

Kyle Kallander
Commissioner

James Companion
Associate

Commissioner

Dawn Turner
Associate 

Commissioner

Nic Bowman
Assistant Director of 

Public Relations 

Chad Cook
Assistant Director of

Marketing 

Mark Simpson
Director of 

Public Relations

THE BIG SOUTH CONFERENCE


